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¥ The Church of Scxentology Monday about the church whxch it had bcen
filed a- $7.8 -million- damage suit unable to obtain through Freedom of
iagainst. twg I%TMB Dee:%a?gxlent at-" Informatlon Actlawsuits.” - -
;torneys an unnam agents * * Seientology considers itself an.a
"Who the church Sald seized thousands‘ phed rehglggs phﬁosophy which” a}z:
‘of: docurnents iri raids July 8 on W"", tempts - to. increase an individual’s
1o Angeles church locations. - %355 i1 \noyledge and self-awareness. 5
EXX P'The  raids- Weres: motwaf.ed' the 1‘“ Attomeys _Eor th& church- have
-church alleged, by the governments % 'charged. that. there was not. probable
."desire- to retaliate dgainst Scientolo< “eaysa ; 0. conduct’ the raids on -+l
~gists. because of  the: many" lawsuits’s “church.” locations_ and- that: agents:
~-thé church has fued a amst govern L using power saws, crowbars and bats
mental agencies. : 5% tering rams' did extensive damagelto-
A " Estimates.of how tany documen p
“Avere seized have ranged | from 20,00

*10-100,000. The. church: elaimed. the. % vy e
*papers were seized so they be uged by = ~The actmns of the FBI conshtuteda

“the ..government o defend” itseif -violation of-the church First Amend-—
”agai'n_st thg‘Szcign’tologists:ng_sujt_s

R

-religion a8 -well-'as Fourth Amend>:

. -ment. right against an illegal- search
B Search’warrants authonmng “the! and seizurs, the Suit said.

:i'axds in Los Angeles and a third one.: i\ I
"at. the church's headquarters in FBU A church spokesman: cfﬂ,ll?;li ‘the
Washington; D.C., were based on_al- FBLSactions Gestapo-like, giing suit.
legations by a former high church of=, ﬁharged ac'egts chartx,tmg, bt § th
“ficial that the hierarchy of the churcly ;, 1ave a search warrant. . .. . burst in
was Jnvolved in, extenswe eriminal " rooms where married couples were
actmues L P sleeping unclothed. . .-and burstinto.
Th}el: forgnn?r ofﬁcxil Michiael Ng{‘exsd gh‘t);uvgl; s!_;alls* ‘Zlfeff”. !,’“‘?Pl""'f erf
ner as admitted taking part in three - T o
“burglaries in the U.S. Cotirthouse- i’ :»One female-church. member tryirig

- Washingtor and has attempted to im- - to take a picture of an F23I agent was
“plicate other church offxcmls m the  struck on the head with a clip-board

break.lng, .-by- the agent, according to- church

*The alleged. ﬁi&pose of The 111ega1
entnes ‘was .to; obtain --documents
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'1edmthewarrant. A

-government, ofhmais also were !,a,kep by the« 1’*31 m wes |
. ment right to freedom of speech and-’

~ould be reached for comment. An FRY Spokesmay said the:

"iormmthewcfﬁcm
gaid,

spokesman Vaughn. Young-at .a!

P Racor f@@\ Dﬂ%{ 1

GreaterLosAngeIm Press Clobrmews conforente, - - -

. -Af the old Cedars-Sinat hospital complex; 4833 Fatrﬁtaws
Ave, now own’ed by ‘the church, agents “roamed and-
searched at will” on the upper five floors of the huilding;-
the suit said, The search warrant specifically ;dent!ileﬁma
izrst-ﬂoorofﬁce areaas thefocus for the search, -+ 752 0 ¢

-~ More than 150 specifically identified documents allegsdo
ly stolen or copied in the Washington bm'glanea WETS .
sougatmthesearch of the church locations. 7j« i e

- Young was particularly critical of the author, ity given by
‘the search warrant for the FBI to take any documents or- |
evidence about crimes of wnsprmcy, abst:uctxon of j Justxcv.. f
ortheﬂ:of government property. - i Vel Skt #)

-~ It was under that authority that tne‘FBI seizedt meﬂwa :
majomy of the documents in the search, In additior, locks -
picking equipment, eavesdropping devices and dossiers. oy
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Keamed.

< Neither of the t\vaJustwe:Hepartmant attaﬁze 1 i
in the action, Henry Schuelke 31§ and Ramoncﬁaaﬁ%%‘i

bureauwouldhavenmmmedlate:comment. : ]
¢ Generally,-however, government attorneys aud FBI
agents have virtuallytotal zmmmnty foractions they per

C@mm ustice Bezm'tment sorces
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